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HISTORY OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY 

PHIL 252H, SECTION 01 (CRN: 30278) 

LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING, ROOM 201 

MW 3:10-4:30P.M. 
SPRING SEMESTER 2007 
Professor: David Sherman Office Hours: MW 430-530 and by appt. 
Office: LA 153, ext. 2607 E-mail: David.Sherman@umontana.edu 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, there was a philosophical revolution in Europe, 
as philosophers tried to make sense of the new worldview that was emerging from the scientific 
and political revolutions that were fast leaving the medieval world behind. These philosophers, 
who comprise what is generally called "early modern philosophy," laid the groundwork for much 
of contemporary philosophy. Although there were many important philosophers in this period, 
the seven that we shall examine in this course are Descartes, Spinoza, Liebniz, Locke, Berkeley, 
Hume, and Kant. And, although these philosophers wrote on a host of philosophical subjects, we 
shall examine, in particular, their writings on metaphysics (which deals with the ultimate nature 
of reality) and epistemology (which deals with the nature and scope of knowledge). 
REQUIRED TEXT: 
Roger Ariew and Eric Watkins (editors), Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary Sources 
(Indianapolis: Hackett, 1998). 
COURSE EVALUATION AND REQUIREMENTS: 
Your evaluation for the course will be based on two exams and two papers: 
Exams: The first exam, tentatively scheduled for March 5, will be worth 30% of your grade and 
will cover Descartes, Spinoza, and Leibniz. The second test, scheduled for May 7, will be worth 
40% of your grade and will cover Locke, Berkeley, Hume, and Kant. You should bring a blue 
book to both exams, which will be "closed book." 
Papers: The first paper, tentatively due on March 19, will consider Descartes. This paper should 
be approximately 800 words (which means that it must be between 700 and 900 words) and will 
be worth 10% of your grade. The second paper, due on April 30, will consider the empiricists 
(Locke, Berkeley, and Hume). This paper should be approximately 1200 words (which means it 
must be between 1100 and 1300 words) and will be worth 20% of your grade. (For both papers, 
you should put the word count at the top of first page, along with your name, and submit two 
copies.) Two weeks ~efore each paper is due, I will hand out the topic on which you must write. 
With the first exam and first paper, I reserve the right to reschedule if we do not move through 
the materials at a commensurate rate. Make-up exams will not be given unless evidence of an 
illness or emergency is provided, and late papers will be docked one grade increment for each 
day late. Cheating in any form will be punished in accord with the Student Disciplinary Code. 
Although attendance records will not be kept, attendance is required and, in any case is necessary 
to do well in the course. In addition, you are expected to arrive on time. Although any given 
late arrival will be tolerated (since unforseeable obstacles occasionally arise even for the most 
diligent student), a pattern of late arrivals will not be tolerated. If you cannot attend regularly 
and on time, you should not take this course. Lastly, because we will frequently engage in close 
textual analysis, you should always bring the book to class. 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 
Jan. 22 Administrative Matters; Introduction 

Jan. 24 Introduction continued; Descartes: Discourse on Method (12-21) 

Jan. 29 Descartes: Meditations: Dedication, Preface and Meditation 1 (22-30) 

Jan. 31 Descartes: Meditation 2 (30-34) 

Feb. 5 Descartes: Meditation 3 (34-41) 

Feb. 7 Descartes: Meditations 4-5 (41-48) 

Feb. 12 Descartes: Meditation 6 (48-55) 

Feb 14 Spinoza: Ethics: Book I, Prop. 1-24 and Appendix (129-140; 145-149) 

Feb. 19 Presidents's Day 

Feb. 21 Spinoza: Book I, Prop. 25-36 (140-145) 

Feb. 26 Leibniz: Discourse on Metaphysics (184-1931198-207) [Skip sections 17-22] 
Feb. 28 Leibniz: A New System ofNature, Monadology (229-243) 
Mar. 5 First Exam 
Mar. 7 Locke: Essay Concerning Human Understanding: Book 1: 1-2 (270-276); Book 
II: 1-2, 9, 12,21 (276-282/290-292/293-295/301-303/308-310) 
Mar. 12 Locke: Book IV: 1-4 (339-358) 
Mar. 14 Locke: Book IV: 10-11, 15-16 (358-373) 
Mar. 19 Berkeley: Principles ofHuman Knowledge: Intro. (462-469); First Paper Due 
Mar. 21 Berkeley: Part I (470-477) 
Mar. 26 Spring Break 
Mar. 28 Spring Break 
Apr. 2 Hume: Enquiry Concrning Human Understanding, Sections 1-3 (491-499) 
Apr. 4 Hume: Sections 4-6 (499-514) 
Apr. 9 Hume: Section 7 (514-522) 
Apr. 11 Hume: Section 8 (522-532) 
Apr. 16 Hume: Sections 10 and 12 (534-543/550-557) 
Apr. 18 Kant: Critique ofPure Reason: Prefaces, Introduction (634-647) 
Apr. 23 Kant: Transcendental Aesthetic (647-653) 
Apr. 25 Kant: Transcendental Deduction (658-672) 
Apr. 30 Kant: Refutation of ldealism/3rd Antinomy (697-6981713-715); Second Paper Due 
May2 Kant: Canon of Pure Reason (738-749) · 
May7 Second Exam 
